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the proposed project would replace existing features at the SYHS track and field stadium and construct ADA-

compliant pathways. Refer to Proposed Project above for full description of project components.  

Section 15311, Accessory Structures (Class 11) 

Class 11 consists of construction, or placement of minor structures accessory to (appurtenant to) existing 

commercial, industrial, or institutional facilities, including but not limited to: 

(a) On-premise signs; 

(b) Small parking lots; 

(c) Placement of seasonal or temporary use items such as lifeguard towers, mobile food units, portable 

restrooms, or similar items in generally the same locations from time to time in publicly owned parks, 

stadiums, or other facilities designed for public use (CEQA Guidelines Section 15311) . 

In addition to the replacement of existing features at the SYHS track and field stadium, the proposed project would 

involve the installation of ADA-compliant features in restrooms and accessible pathways. These are considered 

small accessory structures.  

Exceptions to Exemptions 

The CEQA Guidelines provide exceptions for the use of a Categorical Exemption under Section 15300.2. These 

include the following: 

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be located -- a 

project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive 

environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where 

the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, 

precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 

successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable 

possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to 

scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar 

resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 

improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which is 

included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a substantial 

adverse change in the significance of a historical resource (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2). 
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Location 

The proposed project is not located in a sensitive location. Rather, the project site is located at an existing high 

school. The project site is not located on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern.  

Cumulative Impact 

The proposed project would not result in a significant impact. The proposed project entails rehabilitation/renovation 

of existing features and facilities and would include new pathways. The western walkway is located on previously 

disturbed land that does not support environmental resources. Compliance with applicable land use and 

environmental regulations, would ensure that environmental effects associated with the proposed project do not 

combine with effects from reasonably foreseeable future development in the City to cause cumulatively 

considerable significant impacts. 

Significant Effect 

The proposed project would not result in a significant impact. Further, the project site is not located in an 

environmentally sensitive location and the nature of the project would not create any unusual circumstances by 

which the project would result in a significant impact. For example, existing stadium light poles do not support avian 

nests and replacement of existing halogen lights with LED fixtures would not impact nesting birds. Therefore, this 

exception has no application here.  

Scenic Highways 

The project site is not located within the vicinity of a state scenic highway. The San Ysidro High School campus is 

approximately 1.5 miles northeast of the nearest State Scenic Highway (I-5 is an eligible state scenic highway from 

the international border north to approximately SR-75; Caltrans 2020) and thus, would not have a significant 

adverse impact on scenic resources within a State Scenic Highway. Further, the site is located within an existing 

developed school campus would not include the installation of new visually prominent features. As such, the 

proposed project would not affect scenic resources, such as state scenic highways, in the area. 

Hazardous Waste Sites 

A search of federal, state, and local databases regarding hazardous material releases and site cleanup lists was 

conducted for the Project site. The Project site is not included on a list of hazardous materials sites, such as the 

Department of Toxic Substance Control’s ENVIROSTOR database and Hazardous Waste and Substance Site List, 

the State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker Leaking Underground Storage Tank Site List, the Cortese list, 

or the federal Superfund Site list (DTSC 2020a, SWRCB 2020, CalEPA 2020, EPA 2020).  

Prior to construction of the SYHS campus, Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments were conducted in 1997 

due to former use of the site for agricultural uses – row crops (DTSC 2020). Further, a preliminary endangerment 

assessment (PEA) was prepared in 2000 and in addition to presenting data collected during the PEA investigation, 

the report made conclusions based on PEA risk screening calculations. DTSC reviewed the PEA and in September 

2000 determined that “No Further Action” was required at the campus site. DTSC determined that no actual or 

potential release of hazardous substances was indicated that would pose a threat to human health or the 

environment (DTSC 2000). As such, the SYHS campus is not considered to be a hazardous waste site.  
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Historical Resources 

The proposed project site is located on a developed portion of the existing SYHS campus. The proposed project 

would not involve the demolition of any structures or other campus facilities that could potentially be considered 

historical resources. The proposed project site has been substantially disturbed by previous grading activities 

associated with the existing high school facilities on site. Therefore, it is unlikely that any historical resources would 

be found or disturbed during proposed project construction. 
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Enlarged Walkway and Details
San Ysidro High School Track and Field Rehabilitation Project

FIGURE 5

Z:
\P

ro
je

ct
s\

j1
30

29
01

\M
AP

D
O

C
\D

O
C

U
M

EN
T
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